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ANNCR: 

THE ETHICS COMMITTEE OF THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
IS CONSIDERING CONTEMPT OF CONGRESS CHARGES AGAINST AN 
AMERICAN TELEVISION REPORTER WHO MADE PUBLIC A DRAFT 
CONGRESSIONAL REPORT ON COVERT CIA OPERATIONS. THE REPORTER 
IS CBS NEWS CORRESPONOENT DANIEL SCHORR, WHO OBTAINED THE 
COPY OF THE REPORT FROM A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE AND PASSED 
IT ON TO A NEW YORK NEWSPAPER, CBS NEWS HAS SUSPENDED SCHORR 
FROM HIS REPORTING ASSIGNMENTS, BUT SAYS IT WILL DEFEND HIM 
IF THE CASE EVER GETS TO COURT. THE SCHORR AFFAIR HAS 
ADDED FUEL TO THE WASHINGTON DEBATE OVER "LEAKS" OF 
CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION TO THE PRESS, AND CHRIS KERN 
HAS SOME OBSERVATIONS ON THAT DEBATE. 

VOICE: 

NEWSPAPER COLUMNIST AND HUMORIST ART BUCHWALD COMPLAINS 
THAT HE'S THE ONLY JOURNALIST IN WASHINGTON WHO DOESN'T HAVE 
A SECRET TO REVEAL. "THOSE OF US WHO REPORT ON THE GOVERNMENT'S 
BUSINESS," HE LAMENTS, "ARE JUDGED NOT BY HOW MUCH MONEY 
WE HAVE IN THE BANK BUT BY HOW MANY DOCUMENTS WE HAVE IN THE 
SAFE." 

CONFIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS HAVE BEEN LEAKING TO THE WASHINGTON 
PRESS CORPS FOR AS LONG AS THERE HAVE BEEN CONFIDENTIAL 
DOCUMENTS AND A PRESS CORPS THAT WAS AVAILABLE TO MAKE THEM 
PUBLIC. BUT LATELY, THE LEAKS HAVE BECOME A TORRENT. SOME 
COMMENTATORS ASCRIBE THAT TO THE CLIMATE OF DISTRUST THAT 
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AMONG THE THOUSANDS OF REPORTERS WHO COVER THIS TOWN, EACH 
OF THEM LOOKING FOR AN EXCLUSIVE STORY. 

SOME CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION REACHES A REPORTER BECAUSE 
A LOWER-LEVEL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE IS DISSATISIFIED WITH OFFICIAL 
POLICY. THE PROCEDURE IS RELATIVELY SAFE FOR THE EMPLOYEE 
INVOLVED BECAUSE THE REPORTER GUARANTEES HIM ANONYMITY, 

BUT LEAKS AREN'T CONFINED TO THE LOWER LEVELS OF THE 
BUREAUCRACY. PRESIDENTS AND SECRETARIES OF STATE AND 
CONGRESSMEN LEAK INFORMATION TO REPORTERS TO EMBARRASS 
THEIR POLITICAL OPPOSITION OR TO ENCHANCE THEIR STATUS 
IN THIS VERY STATUS-CONSCIOUS TOWN, 

AN EVEN MORE COMMON PRACTICE IS THE SO-CALLED BACKGROUND 
BRIEFING. TOP GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS ROUTINELY GIVE REPORTERS 
INFORMATION ON A NOT-FOR-ATTRIBUTION BASIS. THE REPORTER 
CAN MAKE THE INFORMATION PUBLIC AS LONG AS HE DOESN'T TELL 
TTS SOURCE. HENRY KISSINGER HAS OFTEN BEEN SINGLED OUT 
AS THE MOST PROMIENT USER OF THE BACKGROUND BRIEFING IN THE 
PRESENT ADMINISTRATION. HE IS ALSO AMONG THE MOST PROMINENT 
CRITICS OF THE RECENT LEAKS. 

PRESIDENT FORD HAS PROPOSED SANCTIONS AGAINST GOVERNMENT 
EMPLOYEES WHO LEAK NATIONAL SECRETS, BUT THEY WOULD NOT COVER 
BACKGROUND BRIEFING AND IT'S NOT CLEAR WHETHER THEY WOULD 
APPLY TO LEAKS OF SECRETS BY HIGH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. 

THEY WOULD NOT APPLY TO CONGRESS AT ALL ~~ A MAJOR SOURCE 
OF SECRET INFORMATION -- AND THEY WOULD NOT PREVENT REPORTERS 
FROM PRINTING OR BROADCASTING WHAT THEY KNOW BECAUSE THE 
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MANY WASHINGTON NEWSMEN THINK EVEN THESE LIMITED 
SANCTIONS WOULD GO TOO FAR BECAUSE THEY WOULD DISCOURAGE 
PEOPLE IN THE BUREAUCRACY FROM EXPOSING WASTE OR 
INCOMPETENCE OR CORRUPTION, SOME SUGGEST THAT THERE'S 
REALLY VERY LITTLE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A BACKGROUND BRIEFING 
AND THE LEAK OF A SECRET DOCUMENT. 

THE PROBLEM CAN BE SIMPLY STATED, BUT IT MAY BE IMPOSSIBLE 
TO RESOLVE. NO GOVERNMENT CAN FUNCTION EFFECTIVELY IF IT 
CAN'T KEEP SECRETS; NO FREE PRESS IS TRULY FREE IF IT CAN'T 
GET INFORMATION ON A CONFIDENTIAL BASIS. BOTH SIDES IN 
THIS DISPUTE ARE RIGHT, AND MAYBE THE BEST SOLUTION IS 
THAT THERE BE NO SOLUTION, IN ANY EVENTS, THAT'S THE MOST 
LIKELY COURSE FOR THIS CONTINUING DEBATE. 
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